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Abstraet: The hybrid origin of Pterygoneurum subsessile var. kieneri is postulated. The type material stu­
died presents cleistocarpous cap su le similar to those of Phascum cuspidatum and intermediate gameto­
phytic characters between Pterygoneurum ovatum and Phascum cuspidatum, species observed together
in the same sample.

For many years certain cleistocarpous taxa of the family Pottiaceae, that possess 2-3
chlorophyllous lamellae on the admdal surface of the leaf nerVe have been included
- in our opinion erroneously - in the genus Pterygoneurum. Pterygoneurum kos­
lovii was the first taxon of this type, described by Lazarenko in Russian and conse­
quently considered as illegitime by Wijk et al. (1959-1969), although it was later
legitimized by Lazarenko (1946). Vanek (1952) described a similar taxon, Pterygo­
neurum smardeanum, which Abramova et al. (1973) considered to be a synonym of
P. koslovii. Both seem to be very similar, and their hybrid origin has been postu­
lated. Boros (1953) thought that P. koslovii might be a hybrid between Phascum cu­
spidatum and Pterygoneurum ovatum, and Corley et al. (1981) thought that it was
a hybrid between Phascum cuspidatum and pterygoneurum subsessile. However
there is no clear evidence, because of its scarce abundance (it has been found twice).

During a world wide taxonomic revision of the genus Pterygoneurum we studied the
type material of P. subsessile varo kieneri (Habeed 1949), which has a cleistocarpous
capsule, mitriform calyptra and short supracostallamellae with papillose cells (Fig.
1, b). This sample occurred on a piece of soil measuring 4 x 4 cm with Pterygoneu­
rum ovatum and Phascum cuspidatum.

Pterygoneurum subsessile var. kieneri has a capsule and calyptra almost identical
to those of Phascum cuspidatum. The supracostallamellae are similar to these of
the genus Pterygoneurum, although shorter (3-4 cells high) and papillose (Fig. 1, b;
Fig. 2, c, d). Their aspect is that of an intermediate form between the typicallamel­
lae of Pterygoneurum ovatum (Fig. 2, a, b) and the supranervial cells of some taxa
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